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Field Maintenance
PRE-GAME FIELD PREPARATION

To be done by the Team Field Maintenance Volunteer

All equipment is stored in the 1st base dugout storage area. 

Key is in the lock box, combination 2-4-6-8
General Field Conditions

1. Rake or Drag infield.  
*** REMEMBER  ALWAYS RAKE BASEPATHS LENGTHWISE AND AVOID PUSHING INFIELD DIRT INTO THE GRASS***

2.    Focus on the Pitcher’s Mound and the Batter’s Box first.  These areas require the most care. 

3.    Rake and tamp the Pitcher’s Mound, being sure to fill in front of the rubber.  In dry conditions, it helps to lightly water the mound before your game if time allows.

4.    Rake and level the Batter’s Box.  Tamping the area will help prevent holes, especially for the right-handed hitters.  Watering this area helps solidify and improves the playing area.

5.    Line the field.  Start with the Batter’s Box.  Lay template in alignment with home plate and trace around it with an object (screwdriver, finger etc.).  Do not attempt to chalk the box while the template is in place.  It’s not necessary to trace and chalk the inside line closest to home.

6.    Flip the template over and repeat on the other side of home plate. 

7.    From apex (back corner) of home plate pointing down each baseline (first and third) run a string from that corner to the painted foul line in the grass.  If the paint has worn, then align with the foul pole as best you can.  Keep the base in while running the string to ensure it is in line with the edge of the base.

8.    Remove the base and chalk the line from the grass to the Batter’s Box.

9. Remove all equipment from the field 


HOW TO DEAL WITH WET CONDITIONS WHILE PREPARING FIELDS FOR PLAY

1.    If it’s been raining, please get to your game early to prepare.  Raking the fields will turn the infield mix and dry them out.  Try that first before applying ANY drying agent.

2.    If there are moist areas (around Home Plate or on Mound only) apply “Play Ball/Rapid Dry” very sparingly.  Work in with rake thoroughly until area dries sufficiently. 

4.    Next, check around bases.  These areas should be playable simply by raking the area and applying some Play Ball/Rapid Dry, if necessary.  

5.    If the above steps do not properly prepare the surface for safe play, then the game should be called off.

POST-GAME FIELD PREPARATION

To be done by the Team Field Maintenance Volunteer
All equipment should be neatly stored back in the 1st base dugout storage area. 

Return key to the lock box

General Field Conditions

1.    Rake or Drag infield.  If there is a game after yours, work with the Coaches of the Home Team to assist them in their preparations.

2.    In dry conditions, the Visiting Team should rake and water all dirt areas of the infield while the Home Team is lining and working the Pitcher’s Mound and Batter’s Box.  This is if time allows.

3.    If you are the last game of the evening, plan on spending more time on the field.  Please rake the fields thoroughly, rebuild the Pitcher’s Mound and level the Batter’s Box.  If no rain is in the forecast, please water all dirt areas of the infield thoroughly.

*** REMEMBER!  ALWAYS RAKE BASEPATHS LENGTHWISE AND AVOID PUSHING INFIELD DIRT INTO THE GRASS!!!!! 
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